
News and Events 
Calendar of Forthcoming Events and Exhibitions 
 

FOMA Talks and Events 
 
All events are subject to change and to government guidance.  Further information will be available on 
the FOMA website (www.foma-lsc.org), our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/fomalsc) and sent to 
members via email, where appropriate. 
 
 

Friday 16 June, 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm start 
Dickens in Chatham 

A talk by Brian Joyce 
 
Booking for FOMA events is not necessary and until further notice will be held at St Luke’s Church 
Hall, City Way, Rochester, ME1 2BQ.  Please check our website (www.foma-lsc.org) for further 
information and for other forthcoming events.  Talks are £3 for members, £5 non-members.  Booking 
for Quiz Nights and enquiries through the FOMA Chairman: Elaine Gardner, 102 Valley View Road, 
Rochester, ME1 3NX, Kent; emgardner@virginmedia.com; 01634 408595.   
 
 

Medway Archives Centre 
 
32 Bryant Rd, Rochester ME2 3EP; 01634 332714; malsc@medway.gov.uk. 
 
 

Events and Exhibitions 
 

Exhibition: The Dockyard and Ship Repairs at Sheerness by Martin Verrier 

Monday 24 April to Friday 30 June 2023 (during our normal opening hours). 

The industry of ship repairing on the River Medway is documented in photographs from 40 years ago.  

These images are representative of an industry that once employed many skilled tradespeople over a 

long period of time.  This display includes photographs of tradespeople engaged in repairing vessels, 

as well as the tug fleets based at Rochester and Gravesend and the ship repair yard at Sheerness. 

 

Ship Colouring Drop-in  

Tuesday 30 May to Friday 2 June, 2-4pm (closed Wednesdays).  

To tie-in with our ship repair exhibition, call in and get creative with colouring sheets and pencils!  

It's free, no need to book, just drop in. 

 

Drop-in Session: Focus on … Industry on the Medway 

Saturday 3 June 2023 from 10am-midday. 

Enjoy browsing some of the resources at MAC, chat to staff and volunteers, and plan a return visit to 

see more of the collections. 

 

Drop-in Session: Focus on … Family History  

Saturday 1 July 2023 10am-midday 

Join us to discover more about the resources that can help you research your family history. There 

will be a selection of maps, directories, parish registers and online records available for you to see. 

Meet with staff and volunteers, chat about family history, and book a return visit to begin your 

research. 

 

 

 

 

  



Display: St Nicholas CEVC Infant School 'Big Arts Day'  

Medway Archives Centre are delighted to host a display of the artwork created by the children as part 

of the Big Arts Day on Wednesday 5 July 2023.  The display runs from Friday, 7 to Saturday, 15 July 

2023 and is free to view. 

 

Exhibition: If the Stones could Speak…  

Visit us to see our forthcoming exhibition from Monday 24 July to 30 September 2023. Call in and 

see a selection of our rare images of Rochester Cathedral, and discover more about some of the 

personalities who have been part of the cathedral's community. 

 

Rochester Cathedral Colouring Drop-in 

Tuesdays 25 July, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 August, 2-4pm 

To tie-in with our Rochester Cathedral exhibition, call in and get creative with colouring inspired by 

our local cathedral. Colouring sheets and pencils are provided.  It's free, no need to book, just drop in. 
 

Opening Hours and Visiting 
 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday  9am to 12.30pm, Wednesday and Sunday closed. 
An appointment must be made to view original archive material and use microfilm or fiche readers 
 
 

How to Make an Appointment 
 
Email us at malsc@medway.gov.uk to make an appointment and to discuss which items you wish to 
consult.  For original archive material you must give at least 3 working days’ notice of your intention 
to visit.  For all other material (such as books, maps, photographs) we just require 1 working day’s 
notice.  When you book we will ask for your name and contact details so that we can keep in touch with 
you about your appointment. 
 

• You can also search or browse for original archive material on the Medway Council Heritage 
Services catalogue. 

• You can find books and periodicals by searching the Medway Libraries online catalogue. 
• If you cannot find what you are looking for, please contact us. 

 
 

 

MEDWAY ARCHIVES CENTRE 

LECTURE SERIES 2023 
 
Tickets are £4 each, or £20 for the whole series of 6 talks. Tickets can be purchased from Medway 
Archives Centre only – please ring 01634 332714 to pay over the phone, drop in, or email us at 
archives@medway.gov.uk for further details.  
 
 
Tuesday 23 May, 2.00 pm 
Rochester Cathedral Heritage  
Jacob Scott 
 
The Chapter, staff and volunteers are committed to ensuring the Cathedral and collections serve to their 
full potential as resources in understanding the past and in facing the evolving challenges and 
opportunities presented by our world today. Jacob Scott is the Heritage Officer at the Cathedral, working 
for much of the last ten years in recording, researching and making this huge corpus available freely 
online. This work is increasingly focused on aspects and persons in the past that have previously been 
underrepresented in the written and archaeological records, or have perhaps been squeezed out of public 
interpretation programs by more dominant narratives, towards opening these areas for further research.  
 
 
 

  

http://medway.adlibhosting.com/
http://medway.adlibhosting.com/
https://medway.spydus.co.uk/
mailto:archives@medway.gov.uk


Tuesday 20 June, 2.00 pm  
The Story of Isaac Newell: From Strood to Argentina and the Seeds of Modern Football  
Amanda Thomas 
 
Few people realise that one of Argentina’s most legendary historical figures comes from Strood.  Isaac 
Newell was born in 1853 in Taylors Lane, the third child of Joseph Newell of Essex and Mary Ann 
Goodger, who was from Higham. This talk will look at the family history of Isaac Newell and will 
explain how, following his emigration to Argentina in 1869, he and his son Claudio started a football 
club which would shape the future of the international game.  It is a story destined to put Strood well 
and truly on the map, indeed the town has already become a place of pilgrimage for South American 
football fans.   
 
 
Tuesday 4 July, 2.00 pm 
The Fake Peace within the Textus Roffensis 
Dr Alexander Thomas 
 
A treasure of Rochester Cathedral and formerly of the Medway Archives, the Textus Roffensis was 
created by Bishop Ernulf of Rochester and is an example of a 12th century AD codex diplomaticus. 
Often known as an exclusive encyclopaedia of Anglo-Saxon and early Kentish law code texts, it is one 
of just two manuscripts to only contain the Peace of Edward and Guthrum (Egu). For centuries this was 
thought to be a genuine Viking Age treaty text, but Egu is in fact an infamous forgery created by 
Archbishop Wulfstan of York. This lecture will explore the Textus itself as well as the impact of the 
fake text on contemporary research. 
 
Dr Alexander Thomas is an independent historical and archaeological early career researcher of the 
Early Medieval period. Alexander also serves as Webmaster for the Friends of Medway Archives. 
Educated at Bristol University, his PhD in Archaeology and Anthropology examined the archaeological 
and manuscript landscapes of the late 9th century AD Danelaw Boundary. Alexander’s current research 
interests focus on the governance of Viking Age England from around the late 8th century AD up to 
around AD1200. He is currently writing his first book for Amsterdam University Press which will 
reappraise the historical and archaeological evidence for the Danelaw. The book is due to be published 
in early-2025 
 

 

 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At long last we’re moving into areas where we hope the bus (the Medway Heritage Bus (MHB), the 

GKE 68), will eventually earn its keep.  This will need a broadening of our committee's experience 

base, so look out for further updates in the near future to find out what skills beyond bus restoration 

are out there.  The latest news can be found here: 

http://www.chathamtraction.org.uk/updates/230411_Update_61.pdf 
 
For more information see the website at www.chathamtraction.org.uk or contact Richard Bourne 
(Chairman); 31 Usher Park Road, Haxby, York YO32 3RX; 01904 766375, or 07771 831653. Email 
Richard@thebournes.me.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Friends of Broomhill 
 
The Friends of Broomhill, Strood, Task Days are the first Sunday of 
every month (except January), from September to April inclusive, 10 am 
to noon.  Thursday Task Days are every Thursday morning (all year) 
concentrating on the Old Orchard woodland, 10 am to noon.  Meet in the 
car park at the end of King Arthurs Drive, Strood, ME2 3NB.  All 
welcome, no experience necessary, tools provided or bring your own.  It’s 
fun, free and healthy! 
 
For further details see our car park notice boards or visit our website: 

www.friendsofbroomhill.org.uk .  You can also find us on social media (Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter) or contact David Park, Secretary on 07968-380588 or email: 
secretary@friendsofbroomhill.org.uk 
 

*** 
 

Sir Herbert Baker Society 

Camilla Baker writes: 
Although the Sir Herbert Baker Society is starting small, we have big plans.  
During a discussion with the wider Baker family last year, it was agreed that we 
do not want the potentially onerous admin of creating a full charity/trust at this 
early stage.  For now, it will be run under the umbrella of Herbert Baker Furniture 
Ltd, where it has a separate bank account dedicated to research and heritage.  In 

ongoing discussion with curators, enthusiasts, fundraisers and researchers moving forward and are 
currently talking to interested research and heritage organisations. we have set some longer-term 
objectives.  
 
Aims 
 

• To promote the legacy of Sir Herbert Baker's architectural and artistic life's work 
• To inspire the next generation of architects and designers 
• To champion excellence in craftsmanship 

 
We hope to achieve this through: 
 

• A web-based hub of information. 
• An international network of owners, users, visitors to Baker buildings. 
• Advocating for and celebrating his architectural and artistic life’s work, including furniture and 

his many collaborations. 
• Opportunities to learn about HB’s life and work, and visit his buildings 

 
Website 
 
A webpage is under development, www.Herbertbakersociety.org  (Google may ask you to sign in to 
view the holding page).  We have begun the massive job of creating a catalogue of all his works, 
concentrating on the UK to start with.  If you would like to support our work, donations would be 
gratefully received.  You can donate by PayPal to info@herbertbaker.com or direct to: Account 
Number: 20530653; Sort Code: 04-06-05.  The account is in the company name ‘Herbert Baker 
Furniture Ltd’ for now, but rest assured this is a dedicated account for research and history. 
 
Newsletter 
 
It is our intention to send out a Herbert Baker Society newsletter twice a year to begin with, and will 
arrange events and visits if there is interest in the future.  We hope to send a first newsletter around 
Herbert's birthday in June. 
 
Owletts 
 
Owletts, the Cobham home of architect, Sir Herbert Baker opened to the public again on Sunday 7th 
May.  From the first Sunday of every month the house will be open from 11am till 5pm.  For further 
information visit the National Trust website at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/kent/owletts 

 

https://herbertbakerfurniture.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21c005e7417e304b1adc945d2&id=b86a48b54d&e=8f94518951
https://herbertbakerfurniture.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21c005e7417e304b1adc945d2&id=2df8a970f5&e=8f94518951
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/kent/owletts

